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Thuk. 3, 28,1-50,1
Text Übersetzung:
(Übersetzung E. C. Marchant)
[28.1-2]"The government, aware of their inability to prevent this, and of the danger they would be
in, if left out of the capitulation, publicly agreed with Paches and the army to surrender Mitylene at
discretion and to admit the troop into the town upon the understanding that the Mitylenians should
be allowed to send an embassy to Athens to plead their cause, and that Paches should not imprison,
make slaves of, or put to death any of the citizens until its return.
[2] Such were the terms of the capitulation; in spite of which the chief authors of the negotiation
with Lacedaemon were so completely overcome by terror when the army entered, that they went
and seated themselves by the altars, from which they were raised up by Paches under promise that
he would do them no wrong, and lodged by him in Tenedos, until he should learn the pleasure of the
Athenians concerning them .
[...]
[36]Upon the arrival of the prisoners with Salaethus, the Athenians at once put the latter to death,
although he offered, among other things, to procure the withdrawal of the Peloponnesians from
Plataea, which was still under siege; [2] and after deliberating as to what they should do with the
former, in the fury of the moment determined to put to death not only the prisoners at Athens, but
the whole adult male population of Mitylene, and to make slaves of the women and children. It was
remarked that Mitylene had revolted without being, like the rest, subjected to the empire; and what
above all swelled the wrath of the Athenians was the fact of the Peloponnesian fleet having ventured
over to Ionia to her support, a fact which was held to argue a long-meditated rebellion.
[3] They accordingly sent a trireme to communicate the decree to Paches, commanding him to lose
no time in despatching the Mitylenians. [4] The morrow brought repentance with it and reflection
on the horrid cruelty of a decree, which condemned a whole city to the fate merited only by the
guilty. [5] This was no sooner perceived by the Mitylenian ambassadors at Athens and their
Athenian supporters, than they moved the authorities to put the question again to the vote; which
they the more easily consented to do, as they themselves plainly saw that most of the citizens
wished some one to give them an opportunity for reconsidering the matter. [6] An assembly was
therefore at once called, and after much expression of opinion upon both sides, Cleon, son of
Cleaenetus, the same who had carried the former motion of putting the Mitylenians to death, the
most violent man at Athens, and at that time by far the most powerful with the commons, came
forward again and spoke as follows:—
[37-41 Rede des Kleon und 41-48 Rede des Diodotos. Kleon spricht sich weiterhin für eine
Vernichtung der Stadt aus, während Diodotos für Milde plädiert. Wie diese aussieht, ist in 50 zu
sehen.] [49] Such were the words of Diodotus. The two opinions thus expressed were the ones that
most directly contradicted each other; and the Athenians, notwithstanding their change of feeling,
now proceeded to a division, in which the show of hands was almost equal, although the motion of
Diodotus carried the day. [2] Another trireme was at once sent off in haste, for fear that the first
might reach Lesbos in the interval, and the city be found destroyed; the first ship having about a day
and a night's start.[3] Wine and barley-cakes were provided for the vessel by the Mitylenian
ambassadors, and great promises made if they arrived in time; which caused the men to use such
diligence upon the voyage that they took their meals of barley-cakes kneaded with oil and wine as
they rowed, and only slept by turns while the others were at the oar. [4] Luckily they met with no
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contrary wind, and the first ship making no haste upon so horrid an errand, while the second pressed
on in the manner described, the first arrived so little before them, that Paches had only just had time
to read the decree, and to prepare to execute the sentence, when the second put into port and
prevented the massacre. The danger of Mitylene had indeed been great. [50.1] The other party
whom Paches had sent off as the prime movers in the rebellion, were upon Cleon's motion put to
death by the Athenians, the number being rather more than a thousand. The Athenians also
demolished the walls of the Mitylenians, and took possession of their ships.
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