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Arist. Ath. Pol. 20,1-23,2 und 25,1-2
Text Übersetzung:
(Übersetzung H. Rackham)
When the tyranny had been put down, there was a period of faction-strife between Isagoras son of
Teisander, who was a friend of the tyrants, and Cleisthenes, who belonged to the family of the
Alcmaeonidae. Cleisthenes having got the worst of it in the Comradeships enlisted the people on his
side, offering to hand over the government to the multitude. [2] Isagoras began to lose power, so he
again called in the aid of Cleomenes, who was a great friend of his, and jointly persuaded him to
drive out the curse, because the Alcmaeonidae were reputed to be a family that was under a curse.
[3] Cleisthenes secretly withdrew, and Cleomenes with a few troops proceeded to expel as accursed
seven hundred Athenian households; and having accomplished this he tried to put down the Council
and set up Isagoras and three hundred of his friends with him in sovereign power over the state. But
the Council resisted, and the multitude banded together, so the forces of Cleomenes and Isagoras
took refuge in the Acropolis, and the people invested it and laid siege to it for two days. On the third
day they let Cleomenes and his comrades go away under a truce, and sent for Cleisthenes and the
other exiles to come back. [4] The people having taken control of affairs, Cleisthenes was their
leader and was head of the people. For almost the chief initiative in the expulsion of the tyrants was
taken by the Alcmaeonids, and they accomplished most of it by party faction. [5] And even before
the Alcmaeonids Cedon had attacked the tyrants, owing to which people also sang in his honor in
their catches:“ Now fill to Cedon, boy! let's drink him too,If duty bids us toast good men and true."
[21] These were the causes, therefore, that led the people to trust in Cleisthenes. And when this time
he had become Chief of the multitude, in the fourth year after the deposition of the tyrants, in the
archonship of Isagoras, [2] he first divided the whole body into ten tribes instead of the existing
four, wishing to mix them up, in order that more might take part in the government; from which
arose the saying, 'Don't draw distinctions between tribes,' addressed to those who want to inquire
into people's clans. [3] Next he made the Council to consist of five hundred members instead of
four hundred, fifty from each Tribe, whereas under the old system there had been a hundred. This
was the reason why he did not arrange them in twelve tribes, in order that he might not have to use
the existing division of the Thirds (for the four Tribes contained twelve Thirds), with the result that
the multitude would not have been mixed up. [4] He also portioned out the land among the demes
into thirty parts, ten belonging to the suburbs, ten to the coast, and ten to the inland district; and he
gave these parts the name of Thirds, and assigned them among the Tribes by lot, three to each, in
order that each Tribe might have a share in all the districts. And he made all the inhabitants in each
of the demes fellow-demesmen of one another, in order that they might not call attention to the
newly enfranchised citizens by addressing people by their fathers' names, but designate people
officially by their demes; owing to which Athenians in private life also use the names of their demes
as surnames. [5] And he also appointed Demarchs, having the same duties as the former Shipcommissioners, for he put the demes in the place of the Ship-comissions. He named some of the
demes from their localities, but others from their founders, for the demes were no longer all
corresponding to the places. [6] The clans and brotherhoods and priesthoods belonging to the
various demes he allowed to remain on the ancestral plan. As eponymous deities of the Tribes he
instituted ten tutelary heroes selected by an oracle of the Pythian priestess from a previously chosen
list of a hundred.
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[22] These reforms made the constitution much more democratic than that of Solon; for it had come
about that the tyranny had obliterated the laws of Solon by disuse, and Cleisthenes aiming at the
multitude had instituted other new ones, including the enactment of the law about ostracism. [2]
First of all, in the fifth year after these enactments, in the archonship of Hermocreon, they instituted
the oath of induction for the Council of Five Hundred that is still in use. Next they began to elect
the Generals by tribes, one from each tribe, while the whole army was under the command of the
War-lord. [3] Eleven years afterwards came their victory in the battle of Marathon; and in the
archonship of Phaenippus, two years after the victory, the people being now in high courage, they
put in force for the first time the law about ostracism, which had been enacted owing to the
suspicion felt against the men in the positions of power because Peisistratus when leader of the
people and general set himself up as tyrant. [4] The first person banished by ostracism was one of
his relatives, Hipparchus son of Charmus of the deme of Collytus, the desire to banish whom had
been Cleisthenes' principal motive in making the law. For the Athenians permitted all friends of the
tyrants that had not taken part with them in their offences during the disorders to dwell in the city,
—in this the customary mildness of the people was displayed; and Hipparchus was the leader and
chief of these persons. [...]
[23] At this date, therefore, the state had advanced to this point, growing by slow stages with the
growth of the democracy; but after the Persian Wars the Council on the Areopagus became powerful
again, and carried on the administration, having gained the leadership by no definite resolution but
owing to its having been the cause of the naval battle of Salamis. For the Generals had been reduced
to utter despair by the situation and had made a proclamation that every man should see to his own
safety; but the Council provided a fund and distributed eight drachmas a head and got them to man
the ships. [2] For this reason, therefore, the Generals gave place to the Council in esteem. And
Athens was well governed in these periods; for during this time it occurred that the people practised
military duties and won high esteem among the Greeks and gained the supremacy of the sea against
the will of the Lacedaemonians.
[...]
[25] By these means the people were provided with their food-supply. The constitution remained
under the leadership of the Areopagites for about seventeen years after the Persian War, although it
was being gradually modified. But as the population increased, Ephialtes son of Sophonides, having
become head of the People and having the reputation of being incorruptible and just in regard to the
constitution, attacked the Council. [2] First he made away with many of the Areopagites by bringing
legal proceedings against them about their acts of administration; then in the archonship of Conon
he stripped the Council of all its added powers which made it the safeguard of the constitution, and
assigned some of them to the Five Hundred and others to the People and to the jury-courts.
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