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[Calpurnius wird in Rom als neuer Konsul bestellt und beginnt den Krieg gegen Jugurtha]
[29]"But when Jugurtha began, through his emissaries, to tempt him [Calpurnius] with bribes, and
to show the difficulties of the war which he had undertaken to conduct, his mind, corrupted with
avarice, was easily altered. His accomplice, however, and manager in all his schemes, was Scaurus;
who, though he had at first, when most of his party were corrupted, displayed violent hostility to
Jugurtha, yet was afterward seduced, by a vast sum of money, from integrity and honor to injustice
and perfidy-Jugurtha, however, at first sought only to purchase a suspension of hostilities, expecting
to be able, during the interval, to make some favorable impression, either by bribery or by interest,
at Rome; but when he heard that Scaurus was co-operating with Calpurnius, he was elated with
great hopes of regaining peace, and resolved upon a conference with them in person respecting the
terms of it. "
[...] [Jugurtha wird ein großzügiger Frieden vom Konsul erlaubt]
[30]"When rumor had made known the affairs transacted in Africa, and the mode in which they had
been brought to pass, the conduct of the consul became a subject of discussion in every place and
company at Rome. Among the people there was violent indignation; as to the senators, whether they
would ratify so flagitious a proceeding, or annul the act of the consul, was a matter of doubt. The
influence of Scaurus, as he was said to be the supporter and accomplice of Bestia, was what chiefly
restrained the senate from acting with justice and honor. "
[...] [Rede des Memmius]
[32]By repeating these and similar sentiments, Memmius prevailed on the people to send Lucius
Cassius,1 who was then prætor, to Jugurtha, and to bring him, under guarantee of the public
faith,2 to Rome, in order that, by the prince's evidence, the misconduct of Scaurus and the rest,
whom they charged with having taken bribes, might more easily be made manifest.
During the course of these proceedings at Rome, those whom Bestia had left in Numidia in
command of the army, following the example of their general, had been guilty of many scandalous
transactions. Some, seduced by gold, had restored Jugurtha his elephants; others had sold him his
deserters; others had ravaged the lands of those at peace with us; so strong a spirit of rapacity, like
the contagion of a pestilence, had pervaded the breasts of all."
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