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So in this manner the Thirty were established, in the archonship of Pythodorus. Having become
masters of the state they neglected most of the measures that had been resolved on in regard to the
constitution, but appointed five hundred Councillors and the other offices from among persons
previously selected from the Thousand, and also chose for themselves ten governors of Peiraeus,
eleven guardians of the prison, and three hundred retainers carrying whips, and so kept the state in
their own hands. [2] [Die Dreißig reformieren einen Teil des Testamentsgesetzes] [3] At the outset,
therefore, they were engaged in these matters, and in removing the blackmailers and the persons
who consorted undesirably with the people to curry favor and were evil-doers and scoundrels; and
the state was delighted at these measures, thinking that they were acting with the best intentions. [4]
But when they got a firmer hold on the state, they kept their hands off none of the citizens, but put
to death those of outstanding wealth or birth or reputation, intending to put that source of danger out
of the way, and also desiring to plunder their estates; and by the end of a brief interval of time they
had made away with not less than fifteen hundred.
[36]While the state was thus being undermined, Theramenes, resenting what was taking place, kept
exhorting them to cease from their wantonness and to admit the best classes to a share in affairs. At
first they opposed him, but since these proposals became disseminated among the multitude, and the
general public were well disposed towards Theramenes, they grew afraid that he might become
head of the People and put down the oligarchy, and so they enrolled three thousand of the citizens
with the intention of giving them a share in the government. [2] But Theramenes again criticized
this procedure also, first on the ground that although willing to share the government with the
respectable they were only giving a share to three thousand, as though moral worth were limited to
that number, and next because they were doing two absolutely incompatible things, making their
rule one of force and at the same time weaker than those they ruled. But they despised these
remonstrances, and for a long time went on postponing the roll of the Three Thousand and keeping
to themselves those on whom they had decided, and even on occasions when they thought fit to
publish it they made a practice of erasing some of the names enrolled and writing in others instead
from among those outside the roll.
[37] [Thrasybulos und andere Exilanten besetzen ein Fort außerhalb Athens und Theramenes wird
hingerichtet.] [2] Theramenes having been put out of the way, they disarmed everybody except the
Three Thousand, and in the rest of their proceedings went much further in the direction of cruelty
and rascality. And they sent ambassadors to Sparta to denounce Theramenes and call upon the
Spartans to assist them; and when the Spartans heard this message they dispatched Callibius as
governor and about seven hundred troops, who came and garrisoned the Acropolis.
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