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The Beauty of 
What’s Left Behind

Four international design studios remind us that the most exciting 
material possibilities often begin with what already exists

Warsaw-born artist and multidisciplinary designer 
Marcin Rusak grew up in a family of fl ower 
growers. Being so close to the material, perhaps 
it’s only natural that fl owers remain at the heart 
of his practice today. Inspired by the desire to 
capture their fl eeting beauty, Marcin collects 
discarded botanical matter and suspends them in 
cast resin to create his Flora material: a surface 
shimmering with preserved life. Treating his studio 
as a laboratory, he transforms the ephemeral into 
decorative furniture and objects – each handmade 
to order and defi ned by the blooms it holds. In 
doing so, Rusak challenges our obsession with 
permanence, inviting us to see decay as a new 
beginning, not an ending.◆marcinrusak.com

Marcin Rusak Studio
FLORA
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The pieces in Paola Lenti’s Hana-arashi collection 
seem almost too beautiful to have begun as o� cuts. 
Created in collaboration with Tokyo studio Nendo, 
the collection takes its name from the Japanese 
term for the ‘second beauty’ of cherry blossoms – 
the way they twirl through the air when they begin 
to fall. Looking at the pieces, the connection is 
immediate: o� cuts of Maris, Paola Lenti’s signature 
100% polypropylene outdoor mesh, are assembled 
into shifting chromatic gradients with smaller 
petal-like fragments swirling across the surface. 
The material’s low melting point allows remnants 
to be folded, layered, and welded without thread 
or adhesive, keeping every piece, from lamp to 
armchair, fully recyclable. Working only with what 
the cutting fl oor gives them, it’s the limitations 
of the o� cuts that lend the collection its sense of 
serendipity.◆paolalenti.it; nendo.jp

Paola Lenti x Nendo
HANA-ARASHI
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